The Maturity Test

James 1:2–4; 12 (NRSV)
My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind, consider
it nothing but joy, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith
produces endurance; 4 and let endurance have its full effect, so that
you may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing.
12 Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a one has stood
the test and will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to
those who love him.
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Moses, man of trials. There are few if any biblical stories more widely known than Moses
leading the Hebrews out of Egyptian bondage. I want to put my theory to the test this morning
by allowing you to answer the following questions. (google Kahoot, pull it up and enter pin
number.)
• Moses was tending his father-in-law’s sheep and he saw something on fire that he went
to investigate. Was it A) his hair, B) his BBQ grill, C) a bush or D) a sacrifice on an altar?
• When God told Moses he was sending him to Egypt, Moses balked and said he could not
because: A) he was old and slow, B) he had a bounty on his head in Egypt, C) he was
nearly blind, D) he was slow of speech
• To compensate for Moses’ limitation, God provided what to give him assistance in
speaking to the Pharaoh? A) Google translator, B) Balaam’s Donkey, C) Speech Training,
D) Aaron, his brother to be his spokesperson.
• After a long series of plagues, Pharaoh finally allowed the Hebrews to go free. When he
changed his mind, he caught up with them when the Hebrews camped near what sea?
A) Sea of Galilee, B) The Red Sea, C) the Mediterranean Sea, D) the Dead Sea.
• Moses’ first wife was named A) Jochabed, B) Zipporah, C) Rebekah, D) Madonna
When one begins to dive into the story of Moses, he/she will soon discover there is more to
the story, particularly that Moses was often tested.
Think of this for a moment. When Moses was called to go to Egypt to liberate the Hebrews
he was nearly 80 years old. Do you know what he was doing? Tending his father-in-law’s sheep.
That is not exactly what many dream of doing in their senior years. He should have been
retired or at least tending his own sheep. (Wow, what a test of his ego.)
So God calls Moses to this great task and after great reluctance, Moses starts on his journey
to Egypt. On the way, a near tragedy strikes. The text says God was going to kill him.
Apparently Moses and his two sons had never been circumcised so God is upset that they do
not bear the mark of being part of the covenant people. Fortunately, his wife, Zipporah
intervenes and settles matters with God by circumcising her sons. Imagine you are on a mission
of God and it seems as though God is mad at you. How would you feel? Would you want to
continue the mission?
When Moses finally arrives, he has audience with the Pharaoh. He announces His God’s
demand for the Hebrews to be set free to go into the wilderness. Pharaoh, who does not know
his God, refuses. He makes it clear he will not let them go without a fight. After all the
Hebrews are key component in the Egyptian economic engine. Imagine God gave you an
assignment to deliver a message to someone and that person ignores and belittles your words.
Not only did the Pharaoh belittle Moses’ message, he thought the Hebrews had gone soft
on him, so he made their work harder by demanding they keep up their same level of brick
production and find their own straw to put in them. This led to the Hebrews being upset with
Moses. I would consider this to be a huge trial, wouldn’t you?
Consider it Joy.
James wrote some really strange words when it comes to facing trials – “Consider it joy
when you face trials.” It is obvious in the story that Moses did not experience his trials as a
joyful matter. I suspect that for nearly all of us going through trials and times of testing are not
a sources of joy for us.
Suggesting a connection of joy and trials is an oxymoron. The two just don’t fit together, do
they? When you experience life in a way that test the core of who you are, how does it make
you feel? (“joy” or “joyful” is probably not a word on any of our list of emotions when
experiencing life or faith tests and trials.
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The concept of trials and tests in our lives is a fascinating subject which forms a common
topic in the New Testament that pops up nearly 100 times. There seems to be no question that
those who follow Jesus will experience trials which will test the nature of their faith and the
effectiveness of their work. This seems to be some pretty tough news for most of us because
few, if any, of us want to go through challenging times. We want live in the center of God’s
blessing, life to go well and have one joyful experience upon another. But we are warned, we
will face trials and tests.
James makes it clear these tests we face come in various forms and shapes.
One form of testing all of us face is what we commonly call “temptation.” Temptation is
designed by our enemy to lead us away from God by thinking and doing things that corrupt our
relationship with our Father in heaven.
Temptations come in so many different forms. You pull up a webpage and your eyes are
drawn to a popup ad showing a beautiful human body. You are tempted to click where you will
probably find explicit photos or video which are not good for your soul. As you are doing your
income taxes, you think of a less than honest way you can save several hundred dollars on taxes
which no one would likely ever know. You are among friends who are talking cruelly about a
person you know. You are tempted to join in sharing the “dirt” you imagine to be true about
that person. You know how temptation tests work, don’t you? The problem with temptation
tests is I often succumb and fail the test. How about you?
Another side of the trials we face are what I would label as tough times. The list of these is
endless.
Moses experienced tough times as he sought to fulfill God’s calling in his life. Both the
opposition and those he was sent to rescue resisted him. People are often put to the test when
pursuing heart felt calling to ministry. I remember when my younger brother felt the calling to
ministry and he appeared before the district board of ordained ministry. One pastor pinned
him to the wall and suggested the only reason Mark was pursuing this course was because his
father and brother were pastors. It was a huge test for Mark. (Doing big things for God often
come with lots of tests.)
Often time we are tested when things don’t turn out like we had hoped. Disappointment
can be overwhelming. (I have been there many times as a pastor both in relationship to events
and seasons of ministry. Even now I am experiencing a measure of this.) Test comes when it
seems your life is in a “losing streak.” Whether the losing is at home, at work, in the
community or in the church, it can prove to be a major test. When someone, particularly a
person in the faith community, does or says something that hurts us, it often proves to be a
test. When a spouse walks into the room and says, “It’s over, I am out of here,” that is a huge
test and trial. Sickness, loss or trauma can prove to be a huge test.
High stakes.
One must wonder why would God even risk us going through tests and trials. If God truly
loves us, why would He allow us to suffer the discomfort and pain through various trials? It also
seems allow us to experience trials is high risk because it is possible for us to fail those tests.
These trials can crush us and leave deep wounds on our soul. People sometimes turn away
from their walk with Christ as they go through times of testing. The lure of the things of this
world pull many away from their faithful to Jesus.
So with tests and trials being so high risk, why are they so much a part of our experience? If
we run the risk of being drawn away, crushed or bruised by the tests, why have them? Then we
go back to James’ odd exhortation, “Consider it joy when you go through trials.”
James understood there is a valuable commodity we can only possess when we pay the
price of going through the testing of our faith. There is no other way to develop it in our lives.
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He claimed the “testing of our faith” was the way to obtaining “endurance.” Testing is critical if
any of us will have that quality of hanging in there and not giving up.
We see in so many areas how valuable endurance is. In academic circles, it is not always
those with the highest IQ who are awarded doctoral degrees but those who hung in there and
never gave up. It is not always the most talented team that wins the championship but the
team who kept working and fighting throughout the whole season. It is not always the person
who was most knowledgeable of addiction and the pathways to recovery who stays sober but
the person who hangs in there by attending meetings and giving themselves to the steps.
There is this real sense that in our faith, we will never know if it is real and genuine unless it
is tested. It is one thing to talk the talk or say we believe it. It is another to live it and hang in
there when the world around us is falling in upon us. It was Job in the toughest of times
imaginable who proclaimed: “Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him (13:15a). Those are
strong words.
James knew endurance was a critical ingredient in producing two marvelous blessings for
believers, one of which is the theme of the present sermon series.
Endurance is a necessary ingredient to becoming mature as a disciple of Jesus Christ. None
of us will ever become what God intends us to be, never live as fully as God has intended, never
experience the depth of love and life God has for us, and will never be able to love God and
others fully unless we continue to hang in there. Without endurance, we remain infants and
adolescents and never grow up. We are Peter Pans in the faith, doomed to be pursued by
Captain Hook who will smother our souls. But if we endure, hang in and never give up, we will
be made complete.
I believe as you read the story of Moses, you find a man who hung in there. He endured.
He was often tested in many different ways in carrying out his God-given mission. He was
tempted to quit at times. But he tapped into God’s amazing grace time after time, hung in
there and moved forward. Moses did a lot of growing up, even after he began God’s adventure
at age 80.
Know this, you can never develop endurance without going through times of testing.
Without endurance you will never move toward and into maturity. To mature, we must travel
the road of hard knocks.
James also claimed those who endured the tests were happy. Why? Because they would
receive a crown of life. This is of course a reference to the life God gives through Christ beyond
this earthly life. Jesus said those who endure to the end will be saved.
Grace.
Well to be honest it is difficult for me to get up and be joyful with thoughts of going through
trials and tests. Going through them seldom gives me happy thoughts. Yet I do want to
become all God has created me to be. I do want to love God and others fully. I do want to live
out the mission God has for me. To get there will mean for each of us facing trials.
I want you to hear some amazing good news about all of this. Listen to Paul’s words:
No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let
you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that
you may be able to endure it (1 Corinthians 10:13).
God knows your limits. His desire is not to harm or destroy you. His desire is for you to
mature and be complete. He will not allow your tests to exceed your limits. Even in those
times when it seems you are there, God will give you grace to provide a way through.
So, “consider it joy when you encounter all kinds of trials.”
Response. Are you going through some of those trials now? Maybe you need a special
measure of God’s grace. Here is a good place to come and talk with God about it.d
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