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Matthew- in his teaching about the person and work of Jesus, paints this picture
of the Savior:
Matthew 9:35-38 (NLT2)
35
Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages of that area, teaching in the
synagogues and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed
every kind of disease and illness.
36
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were
confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
Today I hope, by The Spirit’s power, to engage your heart, your mind, and your
spirit. Let’s start with our hearts. I want you to focus on your feelings when you
see pictures of people’s faces on the screens.
[Begin “Faces” display] So as you look at these people- what do you feel? Some of
these make you laugh and smile don’t they? Some are pensive and sad. Other
faces reveal a rugged and arduous life don’t they. Some seem very familiar- while
others seem exotic and mysterious.
The key for us today- is to ask (and feel) what does Jesus see when he looks into
the eyes of all of these people?
The Bible says that we are ALL made in the image of God. Our United Methodist
faith teaches us in our Social Principles – that all persons are important- because
they are human beings created by God and loved through Jesus Christ.
Elsewhere we’re reminded that …all individuals are of sacred worth… (UM Book of
Discipline 2000 p. 101)

With this in mind- let’s engage our minds for a minute on this passage from
Matthew’s gospel:
Matthew 9:35-38 (NLT2)
35
Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages of that area, teaching in the
synagogues and announcing (preaching) the Good News about the Kingdom. And
he healed (healing) every kind of disease and illness.
36
When he saw the crowds he had compassion on them, because they were
confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
37
He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few.
38
So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more
workers into his fields.”

Let’s break this teaching down into some smaller components so we make sure
we’re getting the full impact of Jesus’ message.
The BIG THREE are not Ford, GM, and Chrysler- no in this room the BIG THREE are
• TEACHING
• PREACHING THE KINGDOM, and
• HEALING
This is the bread and butter of our mission. This is what we, as Christ followers are
called to be a part of and support. We’ve discussed earlier that a few ways we can
participate in THE BIG THREE are by being like Andrew, a disciple of Jesus- who
was known for inviting others to come and hear what Jesus was teaching. Andrew
knew from personal experience that an encounter with Jesus could be lifechanging- so he made bringing people to Jesus his task- and he let Jesus do the
preaching.
Another way we can personally and actively participate is by sharing our story of
life-transformation with others. You are the expert on your story- so be bold and
be willing to share with others what God has done for you!

36

When he saw the crowds,

Another point to remember is that God DOES see- he is very aware of our human
condition. He is not blind nor deaf to our suffering. The Psalmist captures this
idea…
Psalm 106:44-46 (MSG)
44
Still, when God saw the trouble they were in and heard their cries for help,
45
He remembered his Covenant with them, and, immense with love, took them
by the hand.
46
He poured out his mercy on them while their captors looked on, amazed.
God sees. And God asks us to see as well. As followers of Jesus- we are asked to
see, hear, feel, and be in touch with the needs and suffering others face. We see
the Apostle Paul employing this same strategy as he instructs the believers at the
church in Corinth.
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (MSG)
Even though I am free of the demands and expectations of everyone, I have
voluntarily become a servant to any and all, in order to reach a wide range of
people:
20
religious, nonreligious,
21
meticulous moralists, loose-living immoralists,
22
the defeated, the demoralized—whoever. I didn't take on their way of life. I
kept my bearings in Christ—but I entered their world and tried to experience
things from their point of view. I've become just about every sort of servant
there is in my attempts to lead those I meet into a God-saved life.
23
I did all this because of the Message. I didn't just want to talk about it; I wanted
to be in on it!
19

As we “enter into their world” we will become aware of their needs, their
questions, and how – as The Church of Jesus Christ – we can meet them where
they are and point them to resources, events, and ministries of the church that

are designed to meet their human needs- while ultimately- pointing them to
Jesus.
So let’s ask- how can you “enter the world” of your friends on the soccer field, or
in the office, or at school, or where ever you spend your time each day… and find
meaningful points of connection and need? Every ministry we offer here at OUMC
is designed to meet a human need- and to make the connection that Jesus has the
answer for their felt needs.
Recovery is a great example of this. Who do you know that could benefit from
experiencing Jesus through our Recovery @ Ooltewah ministry? What student do
you know that could benefit from connecting with Christ through our Student
ministry? What family could benefit from participating in our ministry to children
and their parents?
Following Christ will lead us to “enter their world” and point others to Christ!
 because they were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
Now there is a bit of a “dig” here at the religious leads of the day. It was clear
from the OT that they were to shepherd and guide the flock of God.
Without Moses or a king, Israel was said to be “without a shepherd.” When Israel
was without other faithful shepherds (religious leaders), God himself would
become its shepherd! The prophet Ezekiel saw this as he wrote:
Ezekiel 34:11-12 (NLT2)
“For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search and find my
sheep.
11

I will be like a shepherd looking for his scattered flock. I will find my sheep and
rescue them…
12

So basically, Jesus is saying that those charged with shepherding Israel, its leaders,
were failing. So by extension- so what would our LORD say to us? Would he be
pleased with our efforts or might he have some words of encouragement?
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He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few.

Look next at the “fix” Jesus offered. Watch how he is actually setting them up
here. He first instructs them to
So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more
workers into his fields.”
38

What do you think Jesus knew here that they didn’t? I think he knew that if they
committed to pray to the Lord of the Harvest- that they would begin to have a
heart transplant so to speak- a spiritual heart transplant- where the heart of the
Shepherd would be transplanted into them and their hearts would also feel what
God felt for the lost.
To get an idea of just how strongly Jesus (and Matthew as the author) felt about
this “feeling” phrase "was moved with compassion," is translated from
splagchnízomai (<G4697>), which means bowel, or intestine. This is the strongest
verb for compassion in the Greek language! The word reflects the sick feeling we
get in our stomachs when we are exposed to extreme or prolonged suffering.
So Jesus wants us to feel this sense of compassion in our gut-level. To be moved
with compassion at the level Jesus is describing here is a gut level experience- it’s
more than just a nice idea. Can you feel the difference between understanding
the concept in your mind- but then really feeling it in your heart?

Through prayer, Jesus sought to awaken compassion in His disciples and cause
them to meet the needs of the spiritually neglected. Workers to reach out to
spiritually neglected people were few then, and they still are too few today.
So what does this look like in the real world today? There are many expressions of
this gut-level compassion- here is one…
[Vinh’s video testimony]
(notes from video)
We have about as much a chance of saving ourselves from our sins as Vinh Chung
did of surviving as a Vietnamese refugee drifting out in the open sea. Like VinhGod sent a mercy ship to us to save us from certain death and take us to safety.
“Any major decisions that I make could potentially lead to saving someone’s life.”
“I realized that to live a life of comfort is not enough. I feel that we have to do
more!”
“When you meet them for the first time, it’s when I was personally humbled. We
were broken. But it was in our brokenness that we fell in love.”
“We decided to grow so that our impact could be magnified. My wife has a
background in business, and I am a Dermatologist- we determined to serve the
vulnerable by using our skillsets.”
“Don’t wait- take that first step- and once you can experience it, it gives meaning
and purpose to everything you do. It gives purpose to your work.

