Station #2
Jesus Takes Up the Cross
John 19:9–17 (NRSV)
Pilate entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are you
from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 Pilate therefore said to him,
“Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to
release you, and power to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You
would have no power over me unless it had been given you from
above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a
greater sin.” 12 From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews
cried out, “If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor.
Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.” 13
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on
the judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew
Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it
was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” 15 They cried
out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them,
“Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no
king but the emperor.” 16 Then he handed him over to them to be
crucified. So they took Jesus; 17 and carrying the cross by himself, he
went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is
called Golgotha.
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The Discrepancy. Today, we are taking our journey with Jesus to the second station of the
cross – Jesus takes up the cross. Our place of reflection and devotion is found to the right front
of the worship center. I hope you will visit sometime this week.
When I read of Jesus taking up the cross, I am immediately taken by the discrepancy found
in John’s gospel verses Matthew, Mark and Luke. John records in strong language that Jesus
took up “the cross by himself.” John wants the reader to know Jesus carried his own cross.
There is no mention of anyone helping him. In Matthew, Mark and Luke, however, they record
a bystander named Simon carried the cross. There is no mention of Jesus carrying the cross. So
what gives?
Nearly all biblical scholars believe the Gospel of John was the last to be written. Most
believe it was written several decades later than the other three. So it is reasonable to assume
John had read one and probably all three of the other gospels. He in all likelihood had read this
part of the story. It seems he places extra emphasis on Jesus carrying the cross by adding the
words “by himself.” Wouldn’t he want his narrative of Jesus to harmonize with the others? So
why does he mention only Jesus carried the cross and no mention of Simon?
It is fascinating that some of the passion movies reconcile these stories. They typically show
Jesus starting out with cross and then at some point collapsing from exhaustion and stress. At
that point Simon is conscripted from the crowd. Perhaps it happened that way. But the
gospels do not tell their stories in that fashion. In John’s gospel Jesus carries the cross.
It seems John’s telling of this part of the passion narrative to be very intentional. It isn’t
that he ignores Simon or he “begs” to differ from the other gospel writers. Rather, he tells the
story through his theological lens. He wanted his readers to see and to hear something
extremely important about the cross. He wanted our souls to be touched and liberating
through the story.
Leaning into the cross.
Have you ever gone through a series of events that though through them it was difficult,
things turned out good? The events as they unfolded seemed random or even painful or going
against your good or your interests at the time. But after they unfolded, something great
resulted. As you looked back, you may have told others I know why I went through that now. I
know what God was up to.
I have had people share with me about attempting to get a job and go through a season
where nothing seemed to fall into place. Difficulty after difficulty arose and seemed to block
their way. When an opportunity opened up, the rug was pulled out from underneath the
person. Then the right door opened. If then had gotten any one of the positions along the way,
they would have missed the best one. After the events we often interpret them to make sense
out of them.
When it comes to the cross for Jesus, this is not the case. It is not interpreted or explained
after the fact. John wants his readers to know this.
You see Jesus was leaning into the cross and knew what it would mean. His language of
taking up the cross was further evidence of this. This was not an experience done to Jesus. He
knew it was coming and journeyed headlong into it knowing what it meant.
On at least four occasions prior to the evening of Jesus’ arrest, he had shared with the 12
disciples of the suffering that lay ahead for him in Jerusalem. He told them he would be put to
death. He attempted to provide ample warning about what was going to happen. He knew in
the depth of his soul, his death was coming at the hands of those who opposed him. Jesus was
leaning into the cross.
On the evening of his arrest as he ate the Passover meal with his disciples, the theme of his
impending suffering was prominent. He told of his betrayal and abandonment. He told them
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he was going away. In the midst of that conversation he gave them a powerful precursor of
what lay ahead. He said, “Greater love has no than to lay down his life for his friends.”
Jesus embraced the cross long before Pilate sentenced him to death.
When Pilate was interrogating Jesus, he spoke threatening words to our savior when Jesus
did not respond to his questions. He challenged Jesus and said, “Don’t you know I have the
authority to set you free or to crucify you?” Pilate believed Jesus’ fate rested in his hands. To
Pilate’s threat Jesus responded, “The only power you have over me is what is granted you from
above.” In other words, you only have the authority you have been given by God in this
situation.
Think about this for a moment. Jesus could have avoided the cross if he had chosen to do
so. From a purely human perspective, he could have stayed away from Jerusalem and those
who were pursuing him. He could have lived his life and conducted his ministry in remote areas
and people would have come to him hear and experience his healing. He could have avoided
being arresting by calling out Judas and kept him from betraying him or not going to the Olive
grove that night. He could have called upon his followers to start a riot and rebellion.
From a divine perspective, Jesus had at his command the resources of heaven. He could
have asked the Father to send 12 legions of angels to deliver him (Matthew 26:33).
But Jesus did not do those things. He leaned into the cross.
He knew the cross was essential to fulfilling his mission of seeking and saving the lost. He
knew it was the means for people to be forgiven and enter into a new relationship with God.
John wanted you and me to know that Jesus willing carried the cross he had been given to
bear. John wanted us to know Jesus did so on our behalf in order to do for us what we could
not do for ourselves.
As many of you know, I am a Star Wars fan. My favorite of all the movies is Rogue One. In
the movie, the heroine (Jyn Erso) and hero (Cassian Andor) took on what was a suicide mission
to save the galaxy from the terror and tyranny of the Empire. After they have successfully
unlocked the blueprints of the Death Star, they are stranded on the planet as the Empire’s
planet destroying weapon was fired. They are last seen as the wave of destruction sweeps over
them as they embrace. There is something so powerful about heroes who lean into their
mission which brings their demise. Jesus leaned into his mission of the cross.
Bearing the Cross’ Baggage.
When Jesus took up the cross, he was taking more than a march to his death. For him, the
cross had a tremendous burden that he knew only he could carry. That burden relates directly
to you and to me.
The Old Testament foreshadowed the burdens Christ would carry on the cross.
Have you ever heard the term, “scapegoat?” Do you know its origin? In the Jewish law a
practice was done that used a “scapegoat.” Each year on the Day of Atonement, the high priest
was to choose a goat by lot who would be the scape goat. After this animal was selected, the
priest would lay his hands on its head and confess the people’s sins, iniquities and
transgressions onto to the goat. Then a designated person would lead the goat into a
wilderness area, far away from the people and set it free. The idea was the goat carried their
sins away from them.
The author of Hebrews picked up on this imaginary as he wrote about Jesus’ work on the
cross. He wrote: Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his
own blood. 13 Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore (13:12–
13). Here is the idea of scapegoat, Jesus Christ, bearing our sins.
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It seems John the Baptist had a real sense of this. When Jesus went to John for baptism,
John introduced Jesus: “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John
1:29). He knew Jesus came to bring us deliverance from our sins.
There is no passage of scripture which foreshadows and explains Jesus mission on the cross
than Isaiah 53. (I encourage you to read the passage through and mediate on its words.) Listen
to a few verses: 4 Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted
him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. . . . 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
For Jesus, the cross was the place where he took our issues and laid it on his shoulders. He
bore our sins, our mistakes, our failures, our rebellion. Our guilt rested upon him.
Most of us know the weight felt when we blow it. We do something wrong, particularly
those things which hurt others. We know what it feels like to not measure up. The burden can
be more than we can carry. Often we try to mask it or hide it.
When Jesus took up the cross, he willingly took on our burdens. It was as though when the
cross was placed on his shoulders, he was carrying the weight of all our burdens. Peter wrote
about it in this way: Jesus himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins,
we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed (1 Peter 2:24).
Peter understood the end-game of Jesus bearing our sins – “free from sins, that we might
live.”
I have a clear understanding of how sin robs us of life on a personal level – even in minor
matters. A couple of weeks ago I was preaching about my desire for greater diversity in our
congregation. I made a comment about our band that lack much “color” referring to our racial
mix. Following the service, I was reminded we have one who is of a Latin background and
another of Native American background. I felt the weight of my misrepresentation. I had
missed the mark. I wondered if I had offended. It felt so much better when I apologized to
each of them.
When sin is ratcheted up to higher levels, our life is often sucked out of us as carry the load
of regret, guilt and shame. It impacts our mood and our relationships. What if we found that
Jesus carried our sins on the cross?
On another level our sins rob us of knowing the full relationship we can have with God.
According to James, they bring death to that relationship. In the cross, Jesus carries our sins so
we can be forgiven.
Imagine knowing your relationship with God is restored, healthy and whole? Imagine the
burden of guilt and shame has been lifted from your shoulders. Imagine the power sin has had
on your life is broken – those addictions, habits and fears have not only been tamed but you
have been liberated from them. This is the story of Jesus bearing the cross.
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