Questions about Marriage
Matthew 19:3–12 (NIV)

Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife for any and every reason?” 4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied,
“that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For
this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and
the two will become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 7 “Why then,”
they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce
and send her away?” 8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives
because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell
you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries
another woman commits adultery.” 10 The disciples said to him, “If this is the
situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry.” 11 Jesus replied,
“Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12
For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have
been made eunuchs by others—and there are those who choose to live like
eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this
should accept it.”
Introduction. Have you ever been driving as the sun was setting and make a turn and be
looking directly into the sunlight? Even with sunglasses, it can be blinding, can’t it? I know a
solution. Turn around and go in the opposite direction. Of course then the light may hit your
mirrors and still shine on your face. If you turn to the right, it will probably shine onto the side
of your face and affect your peripheral vision. Your best option is to turn left and the light will
come into the passenger’s side of your vehicle and warm your car.
This morning we are going to take on a bright subject which has some level of impact on
nearly all of us. It is the subject of marriage. In our “You Ask For It” survey, questions were
raised about marriage, particularly as it relates to divorce. Like the sun low in the sky while
driving, we approach this topic from different perspectives – some are starring into its blinding
light as the possibility of divorce looms, others have lived through marriage and are now single
from time to time the bright light shines off the rearview mirror, others are single and the
thoughts of marriage at times impact your life in a peripheral way and then others are engaged
in a healthy marriage and its light is warming your lives.
Jesus on Marriage.
Jesus was confronted by a band of Pharisees who raised a very important question about
marriage. They asked Jesus if it was legal for a man to divorce his wife for any reason.
I wonder about these guys as to what the angle they were approaching this issue. Were
some of them staring a difficult marriage in the face and wondering if they could get out of it
without violating some commandment? Perhaps some of them were divorced and wanted to
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know that was OK. Perhaps some had given themselves to singleness for study of the Law and
Scripture but felt the pressure of a culture that expected men to marry. While they may have
been trying to entrap Jesus in his response, the issue of marriage and divorce was personal to
many of them as well.
Within this highly religious sect of the Jews a debate was raging concerning divorce – “what
were the appropriate grounds for divorce.” Under the Jewish Law, divorce was permitted
based on a passage from Deuteronomy 24:1: Suppose a man enters into marriage with a
woman, but she does not please him because he finds something objectionable about her, and
so he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house. As
you hear these words, no doubt the patriarchal tone stands out of a “man” initiating a divorce.
Of course in our society, either the wife or husband can do so.
The religious folks of Jesus’ day wanted to know what was meant by “something
objectionable about her.” The more liberal understanding said it could be anything a wife might
fall short in doing including burning dinner. The more conservative side said one could only
lawfully divorce for the cause of adultery.
During my years of ministry, I have several who have asked this question: “On what grounds
can a believer divorce?” Beneath the question was a desire to know if divorce takes place for
the right reasons then will it be OK with God and the one going through divorce will still be
loved and accepted by the Father? Some asked because they wanted to be justified because of
the actions they have taken or plan to take.
Jesus in responding to the Pharisees did not take on the question in the fashion hoped for
by his questioners. Instead of addressing legitimate reasons for divorce, he shone the spotlight
on marriage. He wanted the questioners to understand marriage is a big deal. It is more than a
contractual agreement between two parties. It has its origin and meaning in God’s designed
intention.
In any given year, I will typically officiate over 5-6 weddings a year. Because I have
conducted so many during my ministry, I sometimes speak the traditional words with little
thought and reflection. “Dearly beloved we are gathered here in the sight of God and of these
witnesses to join this couple in holy matrimony.” There is a part in the greeting points to God’s
blessing on marriage and words to be considered. “It (marriage) is not to be entered into
unadvisedly, but reverently, discretely and in the fear of God.” Marriage is significant.
There is no human relationship that is more significant and meaningful than marriage.
Marriage has deep impact on nearly every aspect of couple’s life – physical, psychological,
mental, emotional, financial and social. Marriage is serious and deep matter.
Even though Jesus was single, he understood this fully. So he pointed his questioners back
to God’s original design. God made humans as male and female. Jesus pointed back to the
beautiful story in Genesis 2 of Adam and Eve and repeated its commentary: “For this reason a
man shall leave his father and mother and shall be united with his wife and the two shall
become one flesh.” Then Jesus added his commentary and emphasis: “So they are no longer
two but one flesh.”
Jesus pointed toward ideal of what God intended in marriage. A woman and a man come
together in relationship of intimacy that is physical, emotional, social and spiritual. The couple
experiences an exclusive bond of shared life together. While each maintains who their personal
identity, they experience a unity in love. The sexual part of marriage is a type of sacramental
action of that emotional and spiritual bond. The couple is present for one another.
In the traditional wedding vows we hear this language expressed: “to have and to hold from
this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poor, in sickness and health, to love and to
cherish.” This ideal bond is to be life-long.
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When I served Alcoa UMC, I became friends with a couple who had been married 70 years.
They married in their late teens and had been together all those years. During the time I was
around them, I sensed and felt the bond of intimacy they enjoyed. While each had their
independent interests, they shared life with each other. Even as they approached 90 years of
age, they were still feisty. I would often see them holding hands. It seemed to me they were
enjoying this special bond God intended. I know their marriage was not perfect but it was
certainly good.
Reality.
While Jesus’ questioners had no problem with the nature of marriage as God intended, the
question still remained about divorce. In the Law of Moses, divorce was possible. So they
asked, “If God intended marriage to be this way, why did Moses allow divorce?”
Their question forced Jesus to move from the ideal of marriage as designed by God to
reality of marriage among humans. God never intended divorce to be part of marital
relationship but Jesus acknowledged human beings have problems. Jesus said Moses permitted
divorce because of the hardness of the human heart. In other words, divorce comes into play
because we have problems in our hearts.
Most of us have some level of understanding of this. In the relationship, a person is
wounded and heart is broken. Over time, those wounds fester and move the couple apart.
One spouse grows hard and resistant toward the other. The heart becomes calloused because
of self-interests and the unity of marriage fades. One finds his heart drawn to another and the
covenant of marriage is violated. One spouse in the heart seeks to control how the other
behaves and the controlling heart tears the couple apart.
The reality of the heart issue is one that is not merely present in those couples who move
toward divorce, it is present in all of us. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus spoke about the
heart when he said, “You have heard, ‘Don’t commit adultery,” but I tell you if you look with
lust at another you have committed adultery in your heart.” Have you been at the beach and
saw that beauty or hulk pass by? Have you seen on the screen the perfectly sculpted
woman/man? How quickly does the admiration of beauty turn to the temptation of fantasying
being with him or her? Some may fight it off quickly while others find themselves in a fullblown ecstatic fantasy.
It goes beyond this temptation. As a husband, I have other heart problems in my
relationship. I have often neglected Patty by spending too little time with her, thinking only of
my own needs and wants. I have at times been angry and harsh. I have not always respected
her. I, too, know the reality of heart problems.
As Jesus spoke of hardness of heart, then he dropped what can feel like a bombshell:
“Whoever divorces, except for infidelity, and remarries commits adultery.” This statement has
caused a great deal of discussion and concern. Many within the faith community have divorced
for reasons other than divorce and have remarried. So what does it mean for them?
Jesus essentially said the same thing in the Sermon on the Mount in the section about the
deeper meaning of our actions – “you heard it said, “Don’t murder,” but I say if you are angry
with your sister or brother you are in danger.” Few believe Jesus’ words were intended to
create a new type of stricter Law. Rather Jesus was dipping below the surface.
Divorce leaves in the heart and mind of its victims (regardless of the reasons why) painful
residue. Many feel guilt of not being able to make it work. Many feel the great pain of loss.
Many have regrets of what could have been. Even after a divorce, there is always the presence
of the person who was one’s mate. A person who is divorced may remarry and have the
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greatest of relationship with his or her spouse. The reflection of what was continues to be
present in the rearview mirror.
I believe Jesus’ words were not intended here to create some type of hyper-law regarding
divorce and remarriage. It seems in part it is again his effort to emphasize how important
marriage is. It is a deeply serious matter. Divorced tears apart what was intended to be one.
Looking for Grace.
I must tell you I wrestled with this message big time. I had originally written 2/3 of it and
felt it was now right. I thought of it and had several conversations about it. I just couldn’t find
the direction that seemed right. Deep within I knew it needed a message of grace rather than
moralistic exploration of divorce.
Nestled in Jesus’ response to his questioners is the message of grace as he spoke of the
ideal of marriage. He essentially quoted from Genesis 1 and 2. Then he spoke his own words:
“What God has yoked together, let no one separate.”
If you are familiar with a yoke, you know it was used to put to animals together so they
could unite in pulling a load. These pairs of animals did not walk into a yoke and put it on
themselves. Someone had to put it on the animals.
God is involved in creating the bond between a woman and man. As a couple submits to
the Lord and draws closer to Him, God can create in them a deeper bond. We cannot have the
level of bond God intends without God’s involvement in our marriages. Marriages move
beyond a human covenant to a divine uniting with God’s involvement. That is grace. We
should ever seek to live in that grace in our marriages.
But where is the grace when a marriage has fallen apart and ended in divorce? Where is
the grace when a believer remarries?
We must understand God is our Father who will never revoke his love for us. He is the one
who takes the broken pieces and offers forgiveness and healing. God is in the business of
taking the broken and calloused hearts and giving new hearts of flesh. Divorce does not
decrease God’s love toward anyone.
For many following divorce, God opens the way for a new bond to be created. Many, after
divorce have remarried and had wonderful marriages. God’s love has been present and he has
yoked them together.
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Prayers for Different People
Singles:
Lord, thank-you for my state of singleness. Help me to know that for this season it is a gift
from you. Help me to realize I am complete in you alone. You know the desires of my heart
and my need of companionship. Help me to be content in your design for me and recognize
what doors you will open for me. Amen
Divorced:
Lord, you know the journey of my life and the brokenness I have experienced in marriage. I
thank you for that journey and being with me during it. You know the residue of pain and grief I
still feel. Help me to realize the full depth of your forgiveness. Help me to know the depth of
your love for me. Help me to find my present state of singleness to be a gift for this season.
Help me to be patient and wise in seeking new relationships. Help me to be open to what you
have in mind for me. Amen.
Divorced and Remarriage:
Lord, you know the journey of my life and the brokenness I have experienced in marriage. I
thank you for that journey and being with me during it. You know the residue of pain and grief I
still feel. Help me to realize the full depth of your forgiveness. Help me to know the depth of
your love for me. Thank you for giving me a new opportunity to experience the fullness of all
you intended in marriage. May the two of us experience the bond of love and intimacy you
have intended. Yoke our hearts and lives together as one. Amen.
Widowed:
Lord, thank you for the life you gave me with my spouse. Thank you for the companionship
and love I experienced and shared. You know my loneliness and grief. Bring me comfort and
give me strength. Help me to live out my life in complete unity with you. Help me to
experience my present state as a gift in which I experience you more fully. Help me to see what
doors you will open for me in the future. Amen
Married:
Lord, thank you for the spouse you have given me. Thank you for your work in our lives of
yoking us together. May we truly be one in you. Forgive me when I have not given my best to
the one I love and have acted selfishly. May the two of us experience the bond of love and
intimacy you intended. Yoke our hearts and lives together as one. Amen.
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